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Director

findings on the

vanal natural gas pipeline from our recent surveys in

Vlestern Europe.

On the eve of the Versailles summit, USICA

opinion polls found that:

o Most French (57%) «

Germans (50%), and Italians (64%)

favored building the gas pipeline with the USSR.

o But nearly one-half (Germany) to two-thirds (Italy and
France) changed their minds and opposed the pipeline if

they thought that

Soviet hard-currency earnings would be

used to beef-up Soviet military strength.

Europeans Wwere of

supplies would:
actions;

"yulnerable”

or have no effect.
(32%-37%) —-— an increase of 12-14
last year (except in

several minds on whether buying energy
make them more vulnerable; moderate Soviet
The most popular response was
percent over
Italy).

on trade generally, Europeans did not see their econonies

dependent on soviet trade and,
vailing view was
goviet actions in

while having little

detente,

o The prevailing view (except in
"high technology”
were split, b

restrictions

o Though desiring trade,
the Soviet economy. Most (60%

ut a
(as was also true

at the same time, their pre-
that trade should continue regardless of
poland and elsewhere.

desire for trade sanctions Or halting

they agreed with key U.S. positions:

Italy) was to restrict
USSR. The Italians
prevailing view opposed
in France).

sales to the
year ago the

not want to subsidize
in Italy to 84% in

they did

Britain) opposed granting special trade concessions to

Moscow —— such as

o And,

Approved For Release

low interest loans and credit.

Europeans preferred coordinating their Soviet
trade policy with the U.S.
trade —--— rather

—— even if it means less

than making thelr own "hest deals.”
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